
The Calvary Spirit  1 

THE CALVARY SPIRIT 
                                                    “Sharing God’s Love in Worship and Fellowship.” June 2016                   

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
NOTES FROM PASTOR LINDA 

Recently on Twitter (which, by the way, I don’t completely understand), there was a “hashtag” 

entitled #notinmyoffice.  Pastors from around the country (maybe the world) shared what they might be 

doing when they are not in the church office.  I thought I might share some of what I do when I’m not in the 

office with you. 

If I’m not in the office, I might be: 

 Visiting a member or a friend of our congregation in the hospital; being present to hear their 

concerns and struggles; being present to offer prayer and the love of this faith family. 

 Attending a meeting of the East Berks Association.  I am currently serving as the Vice 

Moderator. 

 Tutoring at the Oley Elementary School as part of United Way’s Ready Set Read program. 

 Having breakfast with folks from church—we do this on the 3
rd

 Tuesday of every month. 

 Reading various commentaries for Sunday’s sermon. 

 Driving in my car listening to National Public Radio.  Often thoughts from their programs 

find a place in my sermons.  In addition, this helps me to stay in touch with what is happening 

in our world today. 

 Visiting and taking Holy Communion to members who are homebound and unable to be with 

us on Sunday mornings.  These are times of deep sharing, of worship, and of prayer.  These 

are sacred moments in the life of a Pastor. 

 In conversation and worship with other clergy which deepens my faith and grounds me as I 

navigate life as a Pastor. 

 Having a meal with my mom, my sisters, my friends, or my son on the rare times when he is 

home from New York. 

 Participating in a conversation on racism and white privilege with the United Church of 

Christ President and General Minister, Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer. 

 Attending a day of education and awareness on the rising epidemic of addiction which is 

happening in our communities. 

 Helping to plan the Member in Discernment day which the Pa. Southeast Conference of the 

United Church of Christ holds each year.  I serve on this committee at our conference level. 
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 Attending Theology With a Twist or Spirit on Tap.  These programs offer insight into 

relevant topics and help broaden my knowledge. 

 Taking a day off; a day of rest; a day of Sabbath. 

 Having conversation with a member over a meal as we share our stories, our journeys, our 

joys and our struggles. 

 Navigating the process of becoming a volunteer visitor in the Berks County Jail System. 

 Walking in Boyertown’s Relay for Life. 

 

Ministry happens both inside and outside of the walls of the church.  Ministry happens when we 

come together for Worship AND when we put our faith in action in the world.  Ministry happens during 

office hours AND during times of meeting, or praying, of learning, of stretching, of growing.   

God calls us to be present in the world.  God calls us to put faith into action.  God calls us to be the 

Body of Christ….outside of the church building. 

Peace, love, and blessings, 

Pastor Linda 

 

MONTHLY AFTERNOON SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

We offer an additional time of Worship at 2:00 pm on the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month.  Our time 

together will include space for prayer, raising our voices in song, a message from Pastor Linda, and Holy 

Communion. 

Spread the word to your friends and neighbors who may be looking for an afternoon Worship.  Our 

next service will be on Sunday, June 18
th
 at 2 pm. We hope this offering will reach some folks who yearn for 

a time to be in Worship later in the day. 
 
 

 

PASTOR LINDA’S OFFICE HOURS FOR THE SUMMER 2016 

Pastor Linda is in the office on: Mondays 12:30-3pm and Wednesdays 12-3pm.  Tuesdays and 

Thursdays she has home office hours and Fridays are her day off, other times are available by appointment.  

You may also reach Pastor Linda by phone (484)529-2241 or email pastorlindakoz@gmail.com  

 

  UPCOMING HOLY COMMUNION   Join us for Communion on June 19
th
 at 2:00 pm. 

 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

 

The time is quickly approaching for the 2016 Boyertown Relay for Life.  Our team, Calvary United 

Cancer Crusaders, will once again be walking to help discover a cure for cancer.  This year’s event begins 

Saturday, June 25
th

 at 10:00 am and runs through Sunday, June 26
th
 at 10:00 am.  For 24 hours we plan to 

have feet on the path as we walk for hope, as we walk to find a cure, as we walk to support those who are 

living with cancer, those who lost their lives to cancer, and those who take care of those living with cancer.  

In addition, Pastor Linda will be leading the sunrise Worship in the morning (time to be determined). 

There are still many ways you can help our Relay team.  Would you like to walk?  A sign-up sheet is 

posted on the bulletin board at Calvary which offers increments of 30 minutes.  Sign up for as many or as 
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few as you would like as you help to be our feet on the path.  Would you like to help at our tent?  The same 

sign-up sheet offers spaces for this opportunity since we also need to cover our tent for the same 24 hours. 

Might you want to purchase a luminaria to be displayed during Relay weekend?  Luminarias can be 

placed in memory of a loved one, in support of someone living with cancer, or in honor of a caregiver.  The 

price is $10 and details are available on the Faith in Action Table in the Narthex. 

We will be holding one final Pancake Breakfast to raise funds for our $2,000 goal.  This all-you-can-

eat pancake and sausage breakfast will be held at church on Saturday, June 18
th

 from 8 am until 11 am.  

Breakfast will also include juice, hot tea, and coffee.  There is not set amount being charged.  Rather, we will 

be accepting donations for our Relay team. 

This year Relay is going with a “holiday” theme.  As we pondered which holiday to select for our 

team, we looked over the list provided by the folks who organize Relay.  Did you know there is a “holiday” 

for every day of the year?  In order to avoid duplicating another team’s holiday, we decided to go with 

something quite obscure and random…but which would lend itself to fresh ideas for what to sell from our 

tent.  Our theme is “Something On A Stick.”  We plan to sell fruit kabobs, fresh mozzarella, tomato, and 

basil kabobs, pretzel sticks (some plain and some dipped in chocolate), marshmallows on a stick dipped in 

chocolate, and glow sticks for those walking in the dark night hours.  We’ll have our lollipop tree with prizes 

for those winning lollipops.  And, our winning raffle basket tickets will be drawn at the close of Relay. 

We offer our deep thanks to the members of Calvary for the many ways you have supported our 

teams’ efforts to raise money for cancer support and research.  May the love of God continue to shine  within 

us and all around us. 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

It is with very mixed feelings and emotions that the leadership of Calvary United Church of Christ 

announces the upcoming retirement of our organist/choir director, Eileen Haring at the end of this year.  

Eileen has been a stable presence at Calvary UCC for the past 50 years and we will miss seeing and hearing 

her at the organ every Sunday morning.  While she will remain a member of Calvary and will be with us for 

Worship, we all know it will not be the same.  At the same time, we understand Eileen’s desire to step down 

and hold her in prayer for health issues and for whatever is next as she continues her life journey.  We thank 

her for her dedication, for her willingness to share her gifts, and for her faithful presence throughout the 

years.  Eileen has requested some well deserved vacation during the month of December so her final time at 

the organ at Calvary UCC will be Sunday, November 27
th
 which is the first Sunday in Advent. 

The Elders of Calvary—Rona Britton, Sherry Bauer, Scott Freed, and Marlene Latshaw—and Pastor 

Linda have begun to put together a job description as we commence our search for the next Calvary 

organist/choir director.  We plan to advertise on the Pa. Southeast Conference of the UCC website and at 

local colleges.  In addition we ask that all members pass this information onto anyone who may be looking 

for a part-time organist/choir director position.  A job description will be available this month.  We don’t 

know what the future will hold, but we do trust that God is guiding us and the Spirit is moving among us.  If 

you have any questions, please see any of the Elders or Pastor Linda. 
 

CONSISTORY NEWS 
 

FROM OUR CONSISTORY PRESIDENT 

How do we juggle so much going on in our lives?  Work demands, Meetings a church, Church 

functions,  homework, sports, VBS, Family reunions; Class reunions; Graduations and parties; Weddings 

and all celebrations.  As I start to look at the calendar for summer it’s already full of dates that are booked 

up.   How does this happen???  When will we take a vacation to just take time to relax and refresh.   
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I want to remind everyone that we all need to take some time away and relax, it’s not only important 

for our wellbeing but for us to get closer to our families and friends. 

Just a few more things: 

Happy Father’s Day 

Congratulations to our High School or College Graduates… 

And God Bless Calvary United Church of Christ 

In God’s Love, Becky 

 

NEW!!    CHECKING IN ON CONSISTORY  

As a faith family, we continue to grow together, to go deeper, and to share our stories with one 

another. This new feature will lift up the current leadership of our faith community by sharing their dreams 

and visions. May we continue to know one another on a deeper and more authentic level. 

Becky Crist currently serves as Calvary’s Consistory President. In addition, she is a member of the 

Fellowship and Stewardship Commissions, sings in the choir, serves as a Lay Reader, and attends our 

weekly Adult Education class. You can also find Becky at most of Calvary’s fellowship events such as the 

Flea Markets, TGIF, and times when we gather for baking. 

She is the wife of John, mother of Trevor, and grandmother of Alyssa and Ryan. Those adorable, 

loveable grandchildren keep her quite busy…and they fill her with love. 

Becky works for Nationwide Insurance as a Quality Analyst testing new products and lines of 

coverage. She has been employed in the insurance industry for 28 years and has experienced lots of change 

including the transition to new ownership which brings worries and anxieties. Becky’s deep faith guides her 

way through life’s many changes. 

When asked what she likes to do for fun, Becky shared that she meets with friends monthly for 

Bunco. This is a time for food, friendship, fellowship and fun. She also enjoys bowling when time permits 

and being with family. Becky loves to entertain friends and family for this is what life is about:  being 

together, sharing, caring. Her favorite vacation spot is Lake Oconee in Georgia where she gets to drive a 

power boat. Let’s hope that Becky is able to find time to visit her favorite place in the near future. 

Becky pointed to John 3:16 as her favorite Scripture passage: “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” She 

remembers her Mom repeating this verse when she was a child. Becky’s favorite hymns are “How Great 

Thou Art” and “Amazing Grace.” 

Calvary is a place Becky considers her second home—a place where she feels totally loved and 

accepted. If she is having a bad day, she feels okay once she walks through the door. She spoke of this 

family of faith as always being there for her, John, Trevor, Alyssa and Ryan—no matter what. Becky and 

John initially found themselves at Calvary by chance. John was the Best Man in his cousin’s wedding which 

was held at Calvary. They started to attend and became members within six months. They quickly became 

involved. We rejoice for their presence, celebrate their involvement, and give thanks for Becky’s leadership.  

When asked about her growing edge, Becky pointed toward practicing patience. She seeks to achieve 

a calmer demeanor in life and the ability to release stress, worry, and anxiety.  

As President of Consistory, Becky’s vision for this community is that we continue to be a faith 

family without concern for our size. She noted that far too often we measure our congregation by the number 

of people sitting in the pews on a Sunday morning. Being the Church should not be about numbers. Rather, 

the reason folks attends is important. A better measure of our faith community is how we are transformed 

during times of Worship and prayer so we can go out into the world putting our faith into action. 

If you have questions, concerns, dreams, or visions, please feel free to contact Becky so she can share 

them with Consistory. This is God’s Church. We are the Body of Christ. May we continue to live and dream 

together. May we continue to grow and be transformed by the Spirit of God. 
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2016 CONSISTORY Officers 

President – Becky Crist 

Vice President – Kathy Latshaw 

Secretary – Sherry Bauer 

Treasurer – Linda Himeback 

 

 

2016 Consistory Representatives 

 Christian Fellowship: 

 Marlene Latshaw, Becky Crist,  

Rona Britton, Shirley Neiman 

Worship: 

 Sherry Bauer, Tammy Saylor, 

 Scott Freed 

Church Property: 

 Scott Freed, Kathy Latshaw 

 

 

 

Christian Social Ministries: 

 Marlene Latshaw, Rona Britton,  

 Kathy Latshaw 

Stewardship & Evangelism: 

  Becky Crist, Chris Mathias 

Christian Education: 

 Chris Mathias, Connie Jordan, 

 Tammy Saylor 

Spiritual Council: 

 Sherry Bauer, Marlene Latshaw,  

 Scott Freed, Rona Britton

 

CHRISTIAN ED/YOUTH NEWS 
 

 

Don't forget about Vacation Bible School!   

Plan to attend or help out.  A successful VBS needs lots of help. This year's program brings back our 

Living Bible .  The theme will be a bit "fishy".  Interested in more information, See Tammy Saylor or Tracey 

Frey and get in on the planning.  Help is most welcome and extremely appreciated. Vacation Bible School 

will be held Aug 1
st
-5

th
.  A registration form is included with this newsletter.  Feel free to pass it on if you do 

not have any children attending. 

 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

We are very excited, as our NYE trip grows closer.  Thank you to everyone who attended our Spud 

Lunch.  We appreciate all your support. 

 

Please note that we are in search of drivers to drive us to the airport, and pick us up again so that we 

can avoid having vehicles parked at the airport.  More details can be found below in the general 

announcements. 

Thank you!  The Calvary Youth Fellowship 

 

2015-2016 Youth Fellowship officers  

President - Matt Frey 

Vice President & Secretary – Hannah Saylor 

Treasurer – Tyler Reigner 

The Youth are busy planning activities. Be sure to watch for future announcements on youth events. 
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CALVARY BOOKWORMS UPDATE 
 

 
Our current book selection is “Nineteen Minutes” by Jodi Picoult.  

If you are a bookworm consider joining us as we read, share, and gather in fellowship. If you are not 

able to be a part of the group, but would like to read the book selections, you may borrow Pastor Linda’s 

copy.   

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CHICKEN BBQ 

On June 4
th

 come out to church for your drive up Chicken BBQ! Cost is $8.00 and includes ½ 

Chicken, Potato, Pepper Cabbage, roll & butter. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY DAY 

Is being held on June 5
th
.  Service starts at 9:15 AM and there will be a free continental breakfast 

starting at 8:30 AM.  If you want to come to the breakfast, please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex so we 

can be sure to have enough food for everyone. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

The youth are once again sponsoring an Ice Cream Social on June 11
th
.  This event is free!  It will 

start at 4 PM and there will be hot dogs and chips for dinner.  We hope to play a game of wiffle ball; 

afterwards there will be ice cream and all the toppings.  Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex so we can 

be sure to have enough for everyone. 

RELAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Our next All You Can Eat Pancake breakfast will be held on June 18

th
 from 8-11am.  The cost is a 

free will donation to our Relay for Life team. 

BYOB (boxed lunch) LUNCHES Our next time to gather around the table for our BYOB Lunch is 

Wednesday, May 11
th
 at 12:00 noon.  If you have not experienced this time to be in fellowship, to share 

stories, to laugh consider joining us.  We gather on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of the month unless otherwise 

indicated.  Come join Pastor Linda.  Come gather with friends old and new.  Come share a meal.  Come be 

with us … you are always wanted and welcome. 
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CALVARY UNITED CANCER CRUSADERS / RELAY FOR LIFE NEWS 

 We are selling Gertrude Hawk Candy Bars, they are $2 each.  If interested in buying any or taking 

a case to sell please let Chris or Denise know. 

 Luminaria forms are available on the Faith in Action Table for those who may want to sponsor a 

Luminaria in memory or in honor of loved ones 

 We are in need of some additional raffle baskets.  If you would like to donate items or put together a 

basket, see Chris or Denise Mathias, Tracy Freed or Pastor Linda.  Baskets will be raffled at the 

Relay for Life in June. 

 This year’s Relay is on June 25
th

.  If you are willing to walk or help out at our tent, please sign up 

on the sheet available in the Narthex.  We need someone walking on the path and at our tent for the 

entire 24 hours. 

 

 

GENERAL CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GRADUATES If you have a graduate in the family or are a graduate yourself, please let the church office 

know so we can recognize and celebrate you at our upcoming Graduate Worship service in June. 

 

THANK YOU! The youth would like to thank everyone who supported our blanket raffle.  We raised $160 

towards our trip to NYE.  The lucky winner of the blanket was Henrietta Lucas.  Also a special thank you to 

Connie Jordan who made the blanket. 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED The youth are looking for volunteer drivers to take them to the 

Philadelphia airport and pick them up again so we can avoid having to pay for parking.  We will leave from 

Calvary at 8 AM on Tuesday July 26
th

.  We return to the airport on July 30
th

 around 2:40 PM.  We will need 

at least 2 drivers as there are 10 people to get to the airport.  If anyone is interested please see Chris Mathias. 

 
CHURCH DIRECTORIES This spring/summer we will be working on updating all the listings in the 

church directory.  You can help us get a jump start on this, by letting us know if your phone number or 

address has recently changed.  These changes can be submitted to the church office 610-845-2570 ext. 0 or 

calvaryucc@gmail.com  

 

RECEIPTS FOR CREDIT:  If you purchase items for the church use and would like the dollar amount 

credited to your giving account as a donation, please turn the receipts into the church office. If you need your 

original receipt please provide a photocopy or contact JoAnn Longacre. 

     

FLOWER & BULLETIN SPONSERS If you wish to sponsor the altar flowers or bulletins please sign up 

in the book in the narthex.  Flowers are $20 and bulletins are $10. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES: There is a signup sheet in the narthex for those that want to volunteer to share 

God’s word with our children.   

 

FACEBOOK Join us on Facebook!  Everyday Pastor Linda will have a post of inspiration!  This may be a 

prayer, quote or something else.  You can find us on Facebook by searching Calvary United Church of 

Christ-Barto 
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CHURCH BREAKFAST Every month we gather for a non formal breakfast.  The breakfast is individually 

selected from the restaurant menu at your expense.  These breakfast gatherings are at varying locations in the 

immediate church geographic area.  There is a sign up paper in the Narthex.  Please sign up by the Sunday 

immediately before the Tuesday breakfast so as we can reserve the correct amount of tables for the 

breakfast.  Everyone is invited to attend these breakfasts. The date, time and location may be found on the 

calendar when available before printing. 

 

PAPER RETRIEVER RECYCLING BIN PAPER Retriever is now collecting phone directories and 

clean cardboard.  The only acceptable items are:  non-laminated paper, phone directories, newspapers, 

magazines, shopping catalogues, junk mail, envelopes, calendars, cards and clean cardboard.  “If it tears, 

we’ll take it”.  We earn money for each ton collected.  The more tons we collect the higher per ton we will 

be paid.  Thanks for helping us better the environment. 

 

USAGAIN CLOTHING BINS       Reuse…Recycle…Reduce 

At Calvary we continue to encourage those around us to reuse and recycle in an effort to reduce our 

carbon footprint.  In addition to paper recycling containers, we have allowed two containers for fabric and 

clothing items to be placed in our parking lot.  These bins can be filled with clothing, shoes and other 

household textiles.  The company USAGAIN has promised to empty them on a bi-weekly basis and we will 

be paid a small amount.  Mostly, we believe that offering these collection sites will reduce the amount of 

items dumped into landfills which will help the environment.  God calls us to be stewards of this world.  

May we continue to find ways to walk lightly on this earth.  If you would like more information about the 

company, please visit www.usagain.com. If you have any questions please see Kathy Latshaw. 

 

REDNER’S SAVE-A-TAPE  Please remember to bring in your Redner’s sales tapes from the Store and 

Quick shop.  Gas Station receipts are no longer being accepted! Also, please make sure that on the bottom 

of your receipt it says “Save-a-tape contribution” or Redners will not honor them.  If you do not have a 

Save-a-tape card you can obtain one at the service counter or the cashier.  At the end of the year we will 

turn in all of our tapes and earn 1% of the total.  We recently received a check in the amount of $581.71 after 

submitting tapes totaling $58,171.12.  Keep those tapes coming! 

 

ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION Don’t forget to keep bringing in your Aluminum cans throughout 

2016!   Thank you to everyone who has helped with this collection. Our latest profit was $50.00. 

 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE The average Sunday attendance during the month of March was 67/week. 

 

  IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER OR EMERGENCY, TUNE TO: 

 

WFMZ Channel 69 

You can also contact a member 

of Calvary’s Consistory  

for cancellation information 

 

JOIN US ON Calvary United Church of Christ-Barto 
 
 

THE SPOTLIGHT feature will return later this summer. 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

If you have a Birthday during these months and it was not mentioned or the date is listed wrong, please let 

the church office know.  We are working to update our records and your help in this effort is appreciated.  

Thank you. 

 

6/1 Patti Smith, Kira Reigner, Heather Reigner 

6/2 Kathryn Latshaw, Randy Eck 

6/12 Katelyn Oister 

6/13 JoAnn Longacre 

6/14 Donna Himmelberger 

6/18 Shirley Neiman 

6/20 Apolonia Prout 

6/24 Alyssa Crist 

6/26 Jace Stofflet 

6/27 Alice Kershner 

6/28 Betty Jean Kolb 

6/29 Drew Haring 

6/30 Dean Latshaw, Dale Latshaw 

 
In the Spirit of Prayer 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs 

too deep for words. “Romans 8:26 NRSV 

 
 

Praying for our friends and family nearby and around the globe... 

 
***If you have a loved one on the prayer list that you feel should be removed, please let Pastor Linda or the 

church office know.   
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
June 4 – Chicken Barbeque 11:00 am-12:30 pm 
June 5 – Christian Family Service 9:15 am 
June 11 – Ice Cream Social 4:00 pm 
June 12 – Graduate Sunday 9:15 am 
June 17 – TGIF 7:00 pm 
June 18 – Relay for Life Pancake Breakfast 8-11 am 
July 3 – Red, White and Blue Sunday 9:15 am 
July 10 – Hawaiian Theme 
July 17 - TBA 
July 22 – TGIF 7:00 pm 
July 24- Christmas in July 
July 31 – Disney/NYE Theme 
August 7 – Communion 9:15 am 
August 18 – Blood Drive 2:30-7:30 pm 
August 19 – TGIF 7:00 pm 
September 4 – Blessing of the Pets Service 9:15 am 
September 10 – Soup Supper 3:00-7:00 pm 
September 11 – Rally Day 10:15 am 
September 16 – TGIF 7:00 pm 
September 24 – Fall Flea Market 8:00 am-1:00 pm 
September 25 – Harvest Home Service 10:15 am 
October 2 – World Wide Communion 10:15 am, CROP Walk 
October 7 – TGIF 7:00 pm 
October 8 – Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner 3:00 to 7:00 pm 
October 23 – Women’s Service 10:15 am 
October 30 – Reformation Sunday 10:15 am 
November 6 – All Saints Sunday 10:15 am 
November 13 – Stewardship Sunday 10:15 am 
November 19– Bazaar 9:00 am-2:00 pm 
November 20 – Year in Review Service 10:15 am 
November 27 – First Sunday in Advent (Communion) 10:15 am 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 
                             Family Service (Communion) 3:00 pm 
                             Candlelight (Communion) 7:30 pm 
December 25 – Christmas Day Worship 9:15 am    

If you have a prayer concern, please call or e-mail JoAnn at the church office, once 

the prayer is received it will be sent through our Spiritual Links prayer chain which 

ends with Pastor Linda.  Please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Linda directly for 

prayer, conversation or whatever need you may have.   


