The Calvary Spirit

                                                    “Sharing God’s Love in Worship and Fellowship.”
February 2016                  
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Christ Has No Body
Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Teresa of Avila (1515–1582)

What does it mean to be the Body of Christ?  Teresa of Avila’s words remind us that it is up to us to do the work of Christ in our world today. 

It is our hands which can reach out to touch and soothe those who are living in spaces of sorrow, struggle, and sadness.  Our hands which can offer comfort, prayer, love.  We are the hands of Christ.

It is our feet which can walk through our surrounding neighborhoods and communities to find those who are lost, those who are lonely, those who need love.  Our feet can take us to the people who need us.  We are the feet of Christ.

It is our eyes which are able to see the injustice and hatred around us.  Our eyes can see what so many in this world wish to remain unseen.  We can see those who are excluded.  We can see those who are ridiculed.  We can see those who need a chance, an opportunity.  It is our eyes which can see what is happening and then work for change.

We are the body of Christ and we have a choice to make.  We can remain where we are, we can stay in our comfort zones, we can turn away.  Or, we can follow the footsteps which Christ left for us.  We can touch, walk, and see.  And then we can do.

If we are willing, God will use us in new ways.  If we are accepting, God will lead us to those who need us.  If we are willing to pause, to listen, to discern the will of the Spirit, we will find our way to the new ministries, the new ways to be involved in the community, the new thing that God wants us to do for this world which God created and loves.

How will we be the Body of Christ in our world this year?  Are we willing to be Christ’s compassionate hands, Christ’s moving feet, Christ’s loving eyes?  Are we willing to be the Body of Christ in our world today?

Peace, love, and blessings,

Pastor Linda
The Spirit of Lent…the Journey

Come and join us to experience the season of Lent…a time to quiet our minds, to reflect on the life of Jesus, to draw closer to God.

Our journey will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 10th.  We will share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion by Intinction.  There will also be ashes available as a reminder of our humanity.  The ashes will be from the palms blessed on Palm Sunday last year.

We will also share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the first Sunday in Lent, February 14th.

Once again this year, we will gather for Worship on Wednesday evenings in Lent.  This year we will remember Jesus as the Embodied Word and reflect on the different senses.  Following is a schedule:

Week One—Touch—February 17th 

Week Two—Sight—February 24th 
Week Three—Taste—March 2nd 

Week Four—Hearing—March 9th 

Week Five—Smell—March 16th
Wednesday evening Worship will include times for prayer, spoken Word, quiet reflection, and song.  Join us as we experience Jesus’ humanity through our own senses.

Monthly Afternoon Service of Worship

We have heard some folks comment that they struggle to join us for Worship on Sunday mornings.  Beginning this month, we are going to offer an additional time of Worship at 2:00 pm on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  Our time together will include space for prayer, raising our voices in song, a message from Pastor Linda, and Holy Communion.

Spread the word to your friends and neighbors who may be looking for an afternoon Worship.  We hope this offering will reach some folks who yearn for a time to be in Worship later in the day.

 Simple Gifts / Grant Award
Calvary United Church of Christ has been awarded a grant in the amount of $1,885 from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and the Wyomissing Foundation to bring the music of Simple Gifts to our community.  This grant money will be used for programs in three Boyertown Area Elementary Schools (Pine Forge, Colebrookdale, and Earl) as well as a community evening program here at Calvary in late May of 2016.

Simples Gifts consists of two women plus twelve instruments.  They offer World music including Irish jigs, down-home American reels, haunting Gypsy melodies, Balkan dance music, Scandinavian twin fiddling and original compositions.  During their performances, they share information about the various instruments and types of music in a warm personal manner.  Additional details can be found on their website at:  http://www.simplegiftsmusic.com/index.html
Watch for more details and plan to attend this amazing program at Calvary in May.  We are blessed to have received this grant which allows us to bring music to local elementary students and to the wider community.  

Calvary United Church of Christ receives state arts funding support through a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.
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Pastor Linda’s Office Hours for 2016
Pastor Linda is in the office on: Mondays 10-3pm, Tuesdays 12-3pm, and Wednesdays 3-7pm.  Thursdays she has home office hours and Fridays are her day off, other times are available by appointment.  You may also reach Pastor Linda by phone (484)529-2241 or email pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
[image: image3.wmf]  UPCOMING HOLY COMMUNION   Join us for Communion on February 10th & 14th. 
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BYOB (boxed lunch)LUNCHES ARE BACK

BYOB Lunches have resumed, the next one will be on February 10th @ 12 noon.  Moving forward these will typically be scheduled for the second Wednesday of the month unless otherwise noted. Come join Pastor Linda for what has proven to be a wonderful time of gathering.

Letter from our Consistory  President
February is the 'Love' month.  The Valentines day items arrive on store shelves on December 26th.  So how much does 'love' cost for one day?

Flowers for your sweetie - $100.00

Card's to exchange - $10.00

Dinner for the 2 of you $100.00

Movie for the 2 of you $60.00

and if you add in a box of candy with those flowers $20.00 and then how about some other gift $100.00   Total cost for 1 day of Love $390.00. 

WOW that's a lot but how about something for free everyday?  

God's love is free

A smile is free

A hug is free

Kind words are free

Hello's are free

Prayers are free

$0.00 I like that price.  So for the rest of the Month of February I challenge each and every one of you to spend $0.00 and give away those free items. Everyone likes something for free.

This my friends is what God wants us to do.  Share our free gifts with one another & with those outside the walls of Calvary UCC.  

Let's show the community and the world just how kind and loving we can be.

Love & Peace

Becky Crist
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING


There will be a brief congregational meeting after worship on Sunday, February 28th.  A letter will be mailed to all members the first week in February, outlining this meeting’s agenda.
2016  Consistory Officers
President – Becky Crist

Vice President – Kathy Latshaw

Secretary – Sherry Bauer

Treasurer – Linda Himeback

2016 Consistory Representatives

 Christian Fellowship:


Marlene Latshaw, Becky Crist, 
Rona Britton, Shirley Neiman
Worship:


Sherry Bauer, Tammy Saylor,

Scott Freed
Church Property:


Scott Freed, Kathy Latshaw
Christian Social Ministries:


Marlene Latshaw, Rona Britton, 


Kathy Latshaw

Stewardship & Evangelism:


 Becky Crist, Chris Mathias
Christian Education:


Chris Mathias, Connie Jordan,

Tammy Saylor
Spiritual Council:


Sherry Bauer, Marlene Latshaw, 


Scott Freed, Rona Britton
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    Notice From the Cemetery Board
Please remove all seasonal flower arrangements and decorations from the graves of your loved ones by March 5, 2016.  After March 5th all arrangements will be removed and discarded.  Thank you.

The Union Cemetery lot prices for 2016 will be:

Lot prices for members of either congregation:
Number of Graves

Total Cost

Amount Going to Perpetual Care Account


1


$       400


$       200


2


$       600


$       300


4


$       720


$       360


6


$       960


$       480


8


$    1,200


$       600

Lot prices for non-members:


1


$       500


$       250


2


$       880


$       440


4


$    1,200


$       600


6


$    1,680


$       840


8


$    2,160


$    1,080

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/YOUTH NEWS
From Calvary’s Sunday School:

Brrr!  Hope everyone is staying warm!  These cold winter days have me chilled and looking forward to Spring.  Spring brings Easter.  Look for more information about our Easter Activities in upcoming bulletin announcements and newsletters.


It may be hard to get going on these cold winter Sunday mornings, but I encourage you to brave the cold, soak up some winter sunshine and join us for Sunday School where the warmth of smiles, friends and the word of God will warm your heart.  The Adult discussion Class continues their bible studies with the help of Pastor Linda.  The adult class meets in the library and invites you to join them.  Joan Albitz and Chris Mathias await the youngest of our Calvary family in the nursery every Sunday morning where they have fun teaching our active nursery class.  Connie Jordan and Denise Mathias lead our Elementary/Middle School class with fun lessons and crafts each Sunday in the room just past the library.  Tracey Frey and Tammy Saylor are having Suessical fun with the Jr and Sr High Class, as they continue to relate Dr. Suess books to lessons in the bible with the help of hands on activities.


The halls of Sunday school are alive with smiles, fun, friendship and the love of learning more about the lessons of the bible and our faith.  Join us and warm up on the inside and let the light shine in you!  See you at 9 am, Sunday!








Tracey Frey, Sunday School Superintendant
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP:

The youth would like to thank everyone who supported their recent wake-a-thon.  Thank you to the parents who provided our progressive meal and to our leaders and chaperons who stayed awake with us and created fun games and activities to help us make it through the night.


WAWA coupons are still available.  They are $4 and are good for a shortie hoagie at WAWA, no expiration date.  Money raised goes to helping us get to the NYE this summer.


Mark your calendars for our Friendly’s Night on Tuesday, April 5th.  Watch for news of our other NYE fundraisers for April and May which include a Spaghetti Dinner and Spud Lunch.  You can also support the youth’s trip to NYE by dropping your loose change or bills in the red can with Mickey ears that is in the Narthex.  Don’t forget the raffle for the NYE blanket which Mrs. Jordan is crocheting for us.  See any youth for tickets.







Thank you!  Calvary UCC Youth Fellowship
2015-2016 Youth Fellowship officers 
President - Matt Frey

Vice President & Secretary – Hannah Saylor
Treasurer – Tyler Reigner
The Youth are busy planning activities. Be sure to watch for future announcements on youth events.
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Our February book selection is “Calling Me Home” by Julie Kibler. If you want to pick up your copy, please see Pastor Linda the cost is $6.

If you are a bookworm consider joining us as we read, share, and gather in fellowship. If you are not able to be a part of the group, but would like to read the book selections, you may borrow Pastor Linda’s copy.
ANNUAL REPORTS   The 2015 Annual reports are available for p-up in the narthex.  Please note that at this time membership directories are being delayed until current information can be updated and corrected before printing. 
Reading Phillies Tickets  The Relay for Life team, Calvary United Cancer Crusaders, are selling Fightin Phils general admission tickets for the 2016 season.  They are booklets that include 6 general admission tickets for $27 (normally they will sell for $42)  good for any games during the season.  If interested please see any member of the team for details. The booklets would be mailed directly to your home once the sale concludes.  Make checks payable to Reading Baseball LP.  We will receive $10 for every booklet that we sell.  Deadline for ordering is February 28, 2016.
WAWA Coupons The youth are selling Wawa hoagie coupons for $4.  Each coupon is good for a Shorti hoagie from any Wawa and it has no expiration date.  All proceeds will help defray the cost of the NYE trip to Florida.  To purchase coupons please see any youth or Chris and Denise.
RECEIPTS FOR CREDIT:  if you purchase items for the church use and would like the dollar amount credited to your giving account as a donation, please turn the receipts into the church office. If you need your original receipt please provide a photocopy or contact JoAnn Longacre.
SENIOR CHOIR PRACTICES every Wednesday night at 7:30 pm.  New faces are always welcome!
Children’s Messages: There is a signup sheet in the narthex for those that want to volunteer to share God’s word with our children.  

FACEBOOK Join us on Facebook!  Everyday Pastor Linda will have a post of inspiration!  This may be a prayer, quote or something else.  You can find us on Facebook by searching Calvary United Church of Christ-Barto
Church Breakfast Every month we gather for a non formal breakfast.  The breakfast is individually selected from the restaurant menu at your expense.  These breakfast gatherings are at varying locations in the immediate church geographic area.  There is a sign up paper in the Narthex.  Please sign up by the Sunday immediate before the Tuesday breakfast so as we can reserve the correct amount of tables for the breakfast.  Everyone is invited to attend these breakfasts. The date, time and location may be found on the calendar when available before printing.
PAPer Retriever recycling bin  Paper Retriever is now collecting phone directories and clean cardboard.  The only acceptable items are:  non-laminated paper, phone directories, newspapers, magazines, shopping catalogues, junk mail, envelopes, calendars, cards and clean cardboard.  “If it tears, we’ll take it”.  We earn money for each ton collected.  The more tons we collect the higher per ton we will be paid.  Thanks for helping us better the environment.
Redner’s Save-A-Tape  Please remember to bring in your Redner’s sales tapes from the Store and Quick shop.  Gas Station receipts are no longer being accepted! Also, please make sure that on the bottom of your receipt it says “Save-a-tape contribution” or Redners will not honor them.  If you do not have a Save-a-tape card you can obtain one at the service counter or the cashier.  At the end of the year we will turn in all of our tapes and earn 1% of the total.  We recently received a check in the amount of $581.71 after submitting tapes totaling $58,171.12.  Keep those tapes coming!
ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION  Don’t forget to keep bringing in your Aluminum cans throughout 2016!   Thank you to everyone who has helps with this collection. Our latest profit was $50.00.
  In the event of inclement weather or emergency, tune to:
WFMZ Channel 69
You can also contact a member
of Calvary’s Consistory 
for cancellation information
Join us on [image: image8.jpg]


Calvary United Church of Christ-Barto
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

If you have a Birthday during these months and it was not mentioned or the date is listed wrong, please let the church office know.  We are working to update our records and your help in this effort is appreciated.  Thank you.

02/01
Tracey Frey



02/03
John Crist, Matthew Lees

02/04
John Frederick



02/05
Debbie Jaeger

02/07
Franklin Schlegel


02/10
Barbara Derr, Cody Kline

02/11
Matt Saylor, Carlee Frantz

02/12
Roger Burnish

02/14
Brian Sell, Randy Reigner

02/15
Stacey Miller, Elizabeth Saylor

02/16
John Canceliere


02/17
Marion Every

02/18
Mary Delo, Michelle Watkins

02/19
Kirt Schwenk, Cale Latshaw

02/20
Tammy Saylor, Brandon Frederick
02/22
Pauline Weller

02/23
Barry Marburger


02/25
Ryan Mathias

02/26
Connie LaFaver, Deborah Rose, Kim Schoenly, Sonya Spotts, Andrew Kline
Spotlight oN..BETTY JEAN KOLB
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For Betty Jean, family matters…family really matters.  During a recent visit with Pastor Linda, Betty Jean spoke of how proud she is of her son, Mick; her daughter-in-law, Debra; her four grandchildren; her ten great grandchildren; and her one great great grandchild.  She also had one great grandchild who passed away.  Betty Jean spoke lovingly of her sister and her two brothers as well as her one sister who has passed away.
Betty Jean’s favorite holiday is Thanksgiving—a day to gather with family, to joyfully be together, to feast on turkey, and to give thanks to God.  Family really matters…

Betty Jean’s favorite hymn is “In the Garden.”  She remembers singing this hymn with her parents as she was growing up.  Her favorite Bible passage is John 14:6.  For Betty Jean, Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.  Her advice for young and old alike is to keep your faith, don’t give up, and try to be patient.

Betty Jean was born on June 28, 1931.  She went to Boyertown High School where she met her late husband, Clarence—or Mike, as he was known.  They met during her junior year in high school, were high school sweethearts, and had a wonderful life together living and raising their family in the Gilbertsville area.

Betty Jean spoke of working in the local office of Western Surety.  She mentioned the changes experienced such as moving from using a typewriter to working on computers.  In addition, during her lifetime, Betty Jean did factory work at local manufacturing companies such as Tung Sol, Walter Meck Electric, and Merkel’s Shoes.  Early in life, she worked as a waitress and cook in her grandfather’s restaurant at Zern’s Market.  Betty Jean certainly experienced lots of variety and changes in her life.

She fondly remembers the folks at Calvary—helping with baking and church dinners, teaching Sunday school.  In addition, she was a member of Consistory and sang solos and duets.  Betty Jean misses her friends at Calvary.

Betty Jean currently resides in the Aspen Court section of Frederick Living.  She loves keeping up with her family and friends.  Betty Jean invites us all to listen to God when making decisions in life.  The Way.  The Truth.  The Life.
As Betty Jean’s faith family, let’s shower her with cards to show we are thinking of her, we care about her, we love her.  Betty Jean’s address is:  Frederick Mennonite Home, Aspen Court 3105, P.O. Box 498, Frederick, PA 19435.

May the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the comfort of the Spirit flow through, around, and among us always.
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In the Spirit of Prayer

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. “Romans 8:26 Nrsv
Praying for our friends and family nearby and around the globe...
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2016 Calendar of Events    
February 10 – Ash Wednesday (Communion) 7:15 pm

February 14 – First Sunday in Lent (Communion) 10:15 am

February 18 – Blood Drive 2:30 to 7:30 pm

February 27– Game Night 7:00-9:00 pm

March 19 – Pot Pie Dinner 3:00-7:00 pm

March 20 – Palm Sunday Service 10:15 am

March 24 – Maundy Thursday Service (Communion) 7:15 pm

March 25 – Good Friday Service 7:15 pm

March 27 – Easter Sunday (Communion) 7:00 am and 10:15 am 

April 3 – Youth Sunday Service 10:15 am

April 22 – TGIF 7:00 pm

April 30 – Spring Flea Market 8:00 am-1:00 pm

May 15 – Pentecost Service (Communion) 10:15 am

May 20 – TGIF 7:00 pm

May 22 - Blanket Sunday 10:15 am

June 4 – Chicken Barbeque 11:00 am-12:30 pm

June 5 – Christian Family Service 9:15 am

June 12 – Graduate Sunday 9:15 am

June 17 – TGIF 7:00 pm

July 3 – Red, White and Blue Sunday 9:15 am

July 22 – TGIF 7:00 pm

August 7 – Communion 9:15 am

August 18 – Blood Drive 2:30-7:30 pm

August 19 – TGIF 7:00 pm

September 4 – Blessing of the Pets Service 9:15 am

September 10 – Soup Supper 3:00-7:00 pm

September 11 – Rally Day 10:15 am

September 16 – TGIF 7:00 pm

September 24 – Fall Flea Market 8:00 am-1:00 pm

September 25 – Harvest Home Service 10:15 am

October 2 – World Wide Communion 10:15 am, CROP Walk

October 7 – TGIF 7:00 pm

October 8 – Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner 3:00 to 7:00 pm

October 23 – Women’s Service 10:15 am

October 30 – Reformation Sunday 10:15 am

November 6 – All Saints Sunday 10:15 am

November 13 – Stewardship Sunday 10:15 am

November 19– Bazaar 9:00 am-2:00 pm

November 20 – Year in Review Service 10:15 am

November 27 – First Sunday in Advent (Communion) 10:15 am

December 24 – Christmas Eve Services

                             Family Service (Communion) 3:00 pm

                             Candlelight (Communion) 7:30 pm

December 25 – Christmas Day Worship 9:15 am   [image: image12.jpg]1\\\,_/|_//H
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Calvary United Church of Christ


1231 Route 100, Barto PA 19504


610-845-2570


Pastor Linda’s phone # 484-529-2241


� HYPERLINK "mailto:calvaryucc@gmail.com" �calvaryucc@gmail.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.calvaryuccbarto.org" �www.calvaryuccbarto.org�











Church Staff


Rev. Linda Kozlowski, Pastor


Eileen Haring, Organist & Choir Director


JoAnn Longacre, Church Administrator


Kathy Latshaw, Custodian


Linda Himeback, Treasurer
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